
D E V E L O P M E N T  U N I T
FOOD PRODUCT

If you

GROW it
then EAT it,

why not ADD
VALUE to it?

Growing. Partnering. 
Empowering.

BAIC HEAD OFFICE & TRAINING CENTER
Hours of Operation: Mon. - Fri. • 9am - 5pm

Old Trail Road • P. O. Box N-4940 • Nassau, Bahamas
Tel: (242) 396-3725/6 • Fax: (242) 322-2123 / 328-6542

Web: www.baic.gov.bs
www.facebook.com/mybaic

PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT UNIT
Agriculture Department
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The Unit strives to provide our local consumers with 
opportunities to experience the unique taste and 
diversity of our local products, some of which are 
already on the market that can be made, literally, from 
fruits and vegetables that can be grown in their own 
back yards as well as on the smallest or largest of local 
farm operations.

With over a billion in imports of foods to The Bahamas, 
we can never have too many persons, entrepreneurs, 
small to medium sized businesses engaged in 
Product Development and by extension, the Food 
Processing Industry. The Unit continues to host various 
informative, current and relevant industry workshops 
that prove beneficial and help to sustain the industry 
by communicating certain standards and ensuring they 
are maintained.

Discuss Product Development ideas;
Discover and determine product feasibility, the 
target market/consumer, etc. for the product;
Design the Product, assist with formulating the 
recipe, provide guidance on acquiring necessary 
ingredients, equipment and other resources;
Develop a Trial Sample / Test Product to ensure 
product has taste and other qualities envisioned;
Guidance and Support provided on any necessary 
adjustments to the product;
Assistance with Product Testing - e.g. for Shelf 
Stability and Storage Life;
Delivery and Presentation of Product, guidance 
with Marketing, packaging, placement ideas;
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YOUR NEW PRODUCT
We Can Assist With Developing

Imagine your very own product, bought by countless 
visitors who then market it to the world by taking it 
back home to the country from which they came? If we 
grow it and eat it, why not add value to it?



To eat what you grow has many personal benefits, 
but to transform your harvest into a product you 
can sell locally or international contributes to the 
growth of our economy.
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The Bahamas Agricultural & Industrial Corporation 
is a quasi-government agency formed in 1981 and 
began operating in 1982. It was established by an 
Act of Parliament to assist The Government with 
its ongoing mission to attain full employment, 
stability, and agricultural self-sufficiency in The 
Bahamas, a diverse, empowered economy and an 
improved standard of living for all Bahamians. It 
currently functions under the wing of The Ministry 
of Agriculture & Marine Resources.

A B O U T
BAIC

To inculcate 
entrepreneurial spirit 
among Bahamians in

an effort to break
the ever present 

dependency syndrome.

To stimulate and encourage 
the creation, expansion and 

promotion of small and medium 
sized businesses, thereby 

facilitating employment and
import substitution.
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Stimulate, 
facilitate, 
encourage
agricultural 

development;

1

Process
the produce

of agriculture;
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Market
the produce

within or outside 
The Bahamas;
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Carry out,
operate,

participate
in agricultural
projects as the 
Minister may

approve;
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Assist in 
creation & 

development
of commerce 
and industry;
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Expand & create 
opportunities

for Bahamians to 
participate in the 

country’s economic 
development;
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With a focus to expand the economy, BAIC carries 
out its functions through five (5) departments.

Agriculture

Project Planning
& Development

Property Management

Handicraft Development

Agricultural 
Marketing & Logistics

It remains committed to encouraging all Bahamians 
to participate in the country’s economic growth.

PRINCIPAL FUNCTIONS
ITS

IN THE BAHAMAS

ADD
VALUE

TO YOUR 
HARVEST

PRODUCTA B O U T  T H E

DEVELOPMENT UNIT

Product Development is the process of creating a 
new product or enhancing an existing product for 
the purpose of satisfying a known or suspected 
consumer need. It is a system of commercially 
oriented research combining and applying natural 
sciences (e.g. food science, food processing etc.) 
with social sciences - marketing and consumer 
science. The challenge and main objective is to 
develop a product that is acceptable to target 
consumers, one that features the desired qualities 
and meets their demands.

Food Product Development often involves taking 
local harvest from backyard to large-scale farming 
operations and making minor alterations to its 
raw form or using very simple or complex food 
processing methods to produce a wide range of 
value-added products that are marketable and can 
turn into a source of income for many.

In this industry, you have the opportunity to 
create unique Bahamian dishes with a flavor that 
is ours, become an entrepreneur, developing and 
producing food items for local and possibly export

A B O U T  T H E

PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT
I N D U S T R Y  A N D  Y O U

sales. It’s all about finding that niche market. It’s a 
growing industry that provides many opportunities to 
tap into the tourist product.

The Product Development Unit is a sector within 
BAIC’s Agriculture Department that works hand in 
hand with its Food Processing Unit to assist clients in 
the development and processing of their products. 
This unit works with entrepreneurs in their endeavor 
to create new products or develop existing products 
with the goal to enhance or improve their products to 
satisfy Bahamian consumers, the tourist market, or to 
be exported and sold internationally.

The Product Development Unit seeks to provide 
opportunities for persons engaged in processing 
or for entrepreneurs new to the field to be creative 
in formulating unique dishes with indigenous raw 
ingredients and flavors that are truly Bahamian.  
Novelty items in this industry can prove to be of benefit 
for those who are able to identify a niche market for 
their product.


